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ROBERT  W .  F RASE  
THE VALUE OF ANY  DESCRIPTION or analysis 
of economic developments in publishing in the postwar period is 
heavily dependent upon the availability and accuracy of compre-
hensive statistical data. The previous lack of detailed factual informa- 
tion has made many articles and books on the book publishing industry 
rather vague and impressionistic. Fortunately, both the quantity and 
the quality of industry-wide data is now much better; but there are 
still important gaps which remain to be filled. 
At the present time there are four basic sources of statistics on book 
publishing and distribution: the annual title statistics compiled by 
Publishers' Weekly which also are reproduced along with other data 
on the industry in the American Library Annual; the periodic Federal 
Census of Manufactures and Census of Business; the monthly and 
annual foreign trade reports of the Bureau of the Census; and the 
annual internal industry surveys conducted for the American Textbook 
Publishers Institute and the American Book Publishers Council. All of 
these major sources, supplemented by minor sources and estimates 
where necessary, have been drawn upon in developing the primary 
statistical tables which follow. 
With respect to the statistics on titles published, reliance must be 
placed upon the monthly and annual tables compiled by Publishers' 
Weekly, which show the following changes between the years 1946 
and 1957. (See Table I. ) 
The increase in the total number of titles published in 1957 as com- 
pared with 1 9 4 6 7 0  per cent-seems large, but represents little 
more than a recovery from the low output of the war years. In 1940 
total title production was 11,328, a level not reached again until several 
years after World War 11. 
In using these book title statistics it is necessary to bear in mind 
The author is Associate Managing Director and Economist, American Book Pub- 
lishers Council. 
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TABLE I 

United States Book Production 1946-1957 

Number of Titles Published 

Percentage 
1946 1957 Increase, 
1946-57,New New New New 
Classification Books Editions Total Books Editions Total books 
Agriculture, Gardening 37 18 55 120 26 146 165% 
Biography 406 50 456 699 100 799 72% 
Business 166 50 216 266 90 356 65% 
Education 128 19 147 254 63 317 116% 
Fiction 1,134 588 1,722 1,433 678 2,111 23% 
Fine Arts 236 31 267 304 46 350 31% 
Games, Sports 110 24 134 195 27 222 66% 
General Literature 
and Criticism 283 54 337 477 116 593 76% 
Geography, Travel 103 30 133 291 74 365 174% 
History 306 53 359 773 130 903 152% 
Home Economics 116 28 144 115 39 154 7% 
Juvenile 798 79 977 1,420 137 1,557 59% 
Law 98 26 124 252 65 317 156% 
Medicine, Hygiene 195 105 300 359 152 511 70% 
Music 54 17 71 73 11 84 18% 
Philology 76 32 108 125 59 184 70% 
Philosophy, Ethics 164 28 192 355 92 447 133% 
Poetry, Drama 392 49 441 378 102 480 9% 
Religion 479 51 530 883 120 1,003 89% 
Science 244 106 350 697 207 904 158% 
Sociology, Economics 284 27 311 416 78 494 59% 
Technical and 
Military Books 261 76 337 316 105 421 25% 
Miscellaneous 100 24 124 360 64 424 242% 
Total 6,170 1,565 7,735 10,561 2,581 13,142 70% 
that they are not comparable with those of other countries. Despite 
the efforts of Unesco in recent years, there are as yet no international 
standards for the compilation of national book publishing output. 
Therefore when it is said in R. E. Bowker's Books for All that in 
recent years the United States has published about 12,000 book titles, 
the U.S.S.R. 37,000, the United Kingdom 20,000, and India 18,000, it 
should be borne in mind that each of these totals represents some- 
---- 
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thing quite different in each case. As compared with other countries 
the United States title statistics compiled by Publisher's Weekly tend 
to minimize United States publishing output because our data include 
hardly any federal, state, and local government publications and very 
little of the pamphlet material which is counted in a good many other 
countries. In Great Britain, for example, a book is a publication 
priced at sixpence (seven U.S. cents) or more. 
Title statistics, of course, provide almost no indication of the actual 
physical volume of book publishing, that is the dollar value and the 
number of copies of books produced and distributed. For this infor- 
mation it is necessary to turn to the Federal Census of Manufactures 3 1  
for earlier years and to the annual surveys of the Textbook Institute 
TABLE I1 
Sales of Books by Publishers, 1947 and 1957 
(millions ) 
1947 (census) 1957 (estimate) 
Number Number 
of Dollar of Dollar 
Category Copies Receipts Copies Receipts 
Adult Trade Books 45.0 $55.6 32.3 $67.0 
Juvenile Books ($1.00 and over retail) 36.7 41.053.7 20.3 130,2Juvenile Books (under $1.00 retail) 16.9 
Bibles, Testaments and Hymnals 16.6 24.442.5 28.9 34,7Other Religious Books 19.7: I  
Paperbound Books, newsstand type 95.5 14.3 233.4 48.2 
Other Paperbound Books * N.A. N.A. 6.8 4.4 
Book Club Books 54.4 65.4 67.0 98.1 
University Press Books 
(except textbooks ) " N.A. N.A. 2.0 5.9 
Business Technical and Scientific Books- 
Law and Medical Books (except text- 
books) 17.5 45.8 21.7 73.7 
Textbooks (incl. workbooks) 139.1 120.8 158.5 259.5 
Encyclopedias 14.6 63.9 58.3 223.7 
Other Books 24.9 20.1 23.5 36.5 
Total 487.2 $435.1 821.7 $919.7 
" For 1947 these two categories are not identifiable in the census data, but 
were presumably included principally under the category shown as adult trade 
books in this table. 
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and the Publishers Council for more recent years. The previous table 
draws upon the census for 1947, and estimates based on the two in- 
dustry surveys for 1957. 
The total figures for each individual category of books in Table I1 
are not strictly comparable as between 1946 and 1957 because of the 
differences in the classifications used in the census and in the industry 
surveys. The table does indicate realistically, however, that the pattern 
of growth in this period has been quite uneven. The large increases 
have been paperbound books, juveniles, textbooks, and encyclopedias. 
The sales of hard-bound trade, or general, books sold through book 
stores have increased much more slowly, and are indeed now only 
about one-third higher than in 1929. 
How was this volume of books distributed in 1956? On this subject, 
unfortunately, information is not very precise. The 1954 Census of 
Manufactures did attempt to collect some information on this question 
but that data is now considerably out of date. The Table I11 
represents the author's estimate of the distribution of 1956 sales in the 
four major channels of distribution at retail prices, of books sold to 
individual consumers. This total excludes exports, sales to federal, 
state, and local agencies, school systems, public, college, and school 
libraries. No comparable estimates can be made for 1946 or 1957. 
Since comparable figures on distribution channels are not available 
for earlier years, no detailed comparison can be made of the changes 
which have occurred. I t  is obvious, however, that the greatest areas 
of growth have been in sales by subscription, principally of encyclo- 
pedias, on newsstands and in retail outlets other than the general book 
store. 
I t  may be of interest at this point to compare total consumer 
purchases of books with other goods and services with which they 
compete for the consumer's time and money. The only statistical series 
available for such a comparison is that on estimated consumer ex-
penditures compiled by the U.S. Department of Commerce and pub- 
lished annually in the July (National Income) issue of the Survey 
of Current Bzbsiness. This is the source of the data in Table IV. In 
the opinion of the author the estimates for books and maps in this 
table are probably too high for 1946 and too low for 1956, for which 
latter year something on the order of $730,000,000 would be closer 
to the mark. Even if these book consumption figures are adjusted, 
however, they would still show a lag behind the postwar growth in 
personal expenditures for a number of competing leisure time activities. 
[ l o 1  
-
 
-
 
-
 
-
 
TA
B
LE
 I
11
 
Es
tim
at
ed
 D
ist
rib
ut
io
n 
of 
Bo
ok
 S
al
es
 t
o 
Co
ns
um
er
s i
n 
19
56
 
(m
illi
on
s o
f d
ol
la
rs
) 
Pe
r c
e
n
t s
o
ld
 
u
lti
m
at
el
y 
to
 
Bo
ok
 st
or
es
 a
n
d 
N
ew
ss
ta
nd
 
Ca
te
go
ry
 o
f 
Bo
ok
s 
in
di
vi
du
al
 
To
ta
l s
al
es
 
Bo
ok
 C
lu
bs
 
bo
ok
 d
ep
ts
. o
f 
a
n
d 
o
th
er
 
do
m
es
tic
 
a
t 
a
n
d 
de
pa
rtm
en
t 
re
ta
il 
tl 
co
n
su
m
er
s 
re
ta
il 
pr
ic
es
 
di
re
ct
 m
ai
l 
st
or
es
 
Su
bs
cr
ip
tio
n 
o
u
tle
ts 
O
 
A
du
lt 
Tr
ad
e 
Bo
ok
s 
70
%
 
$ 
74
.2
 
3.
5 
62
.7
 
-
$ 
8.
0 
3 
Ju
ve
ni
le
 B
oo
ks
 (
$1
.00
 a
n
d 
o
v
er
 r
e
ta
il)
 
30
%
 
17
.7
 
1.
O 
16
.2
 
-
0.
5 
Ju
ve
ni
le
 B
oo
ks
 (
un
de
r $
1.0
0 
re
ta
il)
 
90
%
 
26
.7
 
-
5.
7 
-
21
.0
 
b
 
Bi
bl
es
, T
es
ta
m
en
ts
, 
a
n
d 
H
ym
na
ls 
80
%
 
34
.8
 
2.
0 
17
.1
 
7.
0 
8.
7 
2 
O
th
er
 R
el
ig
io
us
 B
oo
ks
 
80
%
 
21
.5
 
4.
3 
14
.0
 
1.
1 
2.
1 
& 
H
ar
d-
bo
un
d 
R
ep
rin
t 
Bo
ok
s 
80
%
 
9.
6 
-
8.
0 
-
1.
6 
Pa
pe
rb
ou
nd
 B
oo
ks
, n
ew
ss
ta
nd
 t
yp
e 
80
%
 
60
.0
 
-
5.
0 
-
55
.0
 
3 
O
th
er
 P
ap
er
bo
un
d 
Bo
ok
s 
85
%
 
7.
6 
-
6.
0 
-
1.
6 
2
 
Bo
ok
 C
lu
bs
 B
oo
ks
 
90
%
 
88
.3
 
88
.3
 
-
-
-
-
.
 
3
 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 P
re
ss
 B
oo
ks
 (
ex
ce
pt 
te
xt
bo
ok
s) 
60
%
 
4.
1 
.
7 
3.
0 
-
0.
4 
Bu
sin
es
s 
Te
ch
ni
ca
l a
n
d 
Sc
ie
nt
ifi
c 
Bo
ok
s- 
? Q-
-
	
La
w
 a
n
d 
M
ed
ic
al
 B
oo
ks
 e
x
ce
pt
 te
xt
- 
s?
 
P
 
bo
ok
s 
60
%
 
65
.6
 
14
.4
 
18
.4
 
28
.2
 
4.
6 
P
 

 O
th
er
 B
oo
ks
 	
80
%
 
49
.6
 
19
.6
 
12
.0
 
6.0
 
12
.0
 
2 
Te
xt
bo
ok
s 
26
%
 
80
.0
 
8.
0 
4.
0 
-
68
.0
 
( C
ol
le
ge
 st
or
e) 
En
cy
cl
op
ed
ia
s 
92
%
 
17
5.
5 
-
1.
3 
17
4.
2 
-
To
ta
l 	
$7
15
.2 
14
1.
8 
17
3.
4 
21
6.
5 
$1
83
.5 
N
ot
e:
 
Ex
cl
ud
es
 e
x
po
rts
, 
sa
le
s 
to
 fe
de
ra
l, 
st
at
e,
 a
n
d 
lo
ca
l 
go
ve
rn
m
en
t a
ge
nc
ie
s, 
sc
ho
ol
 sy
ste
m
s 
a
n
d 
pu
bl
ic
, c
o
lle
ge
, a
n
d 
sc
ho
ol
 
lib
ra
rie
s. 
R O B E R T  W. F R A S E  

TABLE IV 

Estimated Personal Consumption Expenditures for Selected Types 
of "Recreation," 1946 and 1956 
(millions of dollars) 
Per cent change 
1946 1956 1946-1956 
Magazines, newspapers, and 
sheet music * $1,099 $1,824 + 66% 
Radio and television receivers. 
records and musical instru- 
ments * 
Radio and television repairs 
1,143 
115 
2,442 
756 
+ 114% 
+557% 
Motion picture admissions 1,692 1,298 - 23% 
Total of above 
Books and maps " 
Per cent books and maps to total 
of other four items 14.7% 9.4% 
* The expenditures for sheet music, musical instruments, and maps are minor 
factors in the totals for the categories in which they appear. 
On changes in book prices very little information is available except 
for a limited category of trade books-hard-bound new novels, biogra- 
phies, and histories-compiled for certain years by Publisher's Weekly. 
This series shows a net increase in the average retail price of these 
categories of books of 36 per cent between 1949 and 1957. If 
the total receipts of publishers in 1947 and 1957 are divided by the 
total number of copies of books sold in those years, the actual increase 
in average unit price comes out to a little more than 25 per cent. 
Although comprehensive statistics are not available, it seems clear 
that in the postwar period book prices have increased somewhat less 
than the prices of most other consumer goods and less than the 
materials and the labor used in book publishing and distribution. This 
has been made possible on the whole by a larger volume of sales. 
There is a basic "leverage" in the economics of book publishing which 
rapidly reduces the unit cost of manufacturer as the size of the 
edition is increased. The cost of setting type and making plates is 
very nearly the same for an edition of 5,000 as for one of 100,000 
copies. Thus the cost of manufacture of a book in a small edition may 
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be $2 or more per copy whereas in an edition of 100,000 it may be 
reduced to less than one-half of this amount. 
One of the most rapidly developing market areas for American 
book publishing in the last decade has been in the export field. Sub- 
stantial American book exports are very largely a postwar develop- 
ment. In the thirties our book exports amounted to about $4 million 
per year, less than 2 per cent of domestic sales. Even these small 
exports were heavily concentrated in sales to Canada and the then 
territory of the Philippines where the United States supplied the school 
textbook needs. In 1957, the last period for which full year data 
are available, book exports had grown to over $36 million as reported 
by the Bureau of the Censusa5 This was an understatement of the true 
volume because small shipments, principally by mail, are not counted. 
It is generally thought that the true volume of exports may be as much 
as 50 per cent higher. The 1946 and 1957 export figures of the 
Bureau of Census are shown in Table V. 
Imports of books into the United States have also increased rapidly 
during the postwar period, from a low of $6.2 million in 1946 when 
European book production had not yet recovered from the war to a 
high of $15.1 million in 1957. These are also Bureau of Census figures 
but unlike the book export data of the Bureau the import figures 
in Table VI represent a much higher proportion of the true volume. 
All of these figures on book exports and imports refer, of course, 
to the actual movement of physical books out of and into the United 
States. They do not include what may be an equally large volume of 
exports and imports of the content of books in the form of foreign 
editions and translations of American works and vice versa. There are 
TABLE V 
United States Book Exports, 1946 and 1957 
Category 1946 1957 
Bound Educational Textbooks 
Bibles and Testaments 
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias, including 
Yearbooks 
Books, Literature, fictional and 
non-fictional 
Books, Bound, other 
Books, unbound, in sheets 
$ 5,870,000 
12,823,000 
713,000 
$11,012,117 
1,247,428 
6,087,567 
7,167,132 
10,191,745 
870,047 
Total $19,406,000 $36,576,036 
[131 
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TABLE VI 

United States Book Imports, 1946 and 1957 
Category 1946 1957 
Books in foreign languages $ 1,646,000 $ 1,848,430 
Books and maps over 20 years old 1,382,000 1,358,429 
Bibles and Testaments 398,000 1,248,152 
All other books 2,747,000 10,678,407 
Total $ 6,173,000 $15,133,418 
no good statistics in this area, even with respect to the production of 
titles, and data on the dollar volume or the number of copies is com- 
pletely lacking. The Index Translationum issued by Unesco for 1948 
and subsequent years provides fairly complete data on book titles pub- 
lished in translation; but does not include the large number of titles 
which are republished in the same language in other countries. 
This general survey of book publishing during the postwar period 
has dealt only with major trends in the industry. A more detailed ac- 
count of developments for particular types of books and specialized 
aspects of book publishing appears in other articles in this issue. For 
the industry as a whole the last decade has been one of large and 
rapid growth, probably greater than at any previous time in our his- 
tory. Great as this growth has been, however, it has not matched the 
increase in the potential market for books during these years, which 
have been marked by unparalleled prosperity, increases in leisure 
time and growth of population, school and college enrollments and 
the educational level of the American people. Nor has the growth 
of book sales and book reading kept pace with competing leisure time 
activities. In the decade ahead, even greater opportunities for increases 
in book use may present themselves as D. M. Lacy has pointed out in 
his 1956 Bowker Lecture, Books and the  Future; but to make the 
most of these opportunities will require the best efforts of all those 
interested in books and the role they can play in society. 
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